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I t was rainy day in UAE during the ASEAN Engineer Special Conferment and it’s not the reason to 

halt the event. The show must go on… meaning the event shall proceed as planned. Despite of 

the rainy weather, there were approximately 100+ attendees which includes the conferees, 

applicants, accompanies, children and guests from the embassy, PTC, PICE National HQ, sponsors 

and other Filipino Organizations. 

M orning session of the event started with the registration as usual as per the event 

programme and so on. The Write-Shop and Seminar on Engineering Registers to include AER, 

APEC, ACPE and application form were delivered and presented by our guest speakers from PTC and 

likewise the officiating body for the ASEAN Engineer Special Conferment. Understand the 

importance of the Engineering Registers and which is/are best suited for you. You will come to 

know, understand more, know the requirements and appreciate it, if you start reading the 

application forms. What’s next, of course fill-up an application form provided by PTC and complete 

the requirements as deemed necessary and the rest will follow accordingly. 

A fternoon session of the event was the conferment rites and started with the registration of the 

ASEAN Engineer conferees assisted by the event Secretariats as per event programme and so 

on. Hon. Guest Speaker HE Constancio R. Vingno, Jr., Philippine Ambassador to the UAE, delivered 

his inspirational message. One of his messages that I cannot forget is this, call yourself a “Filipino 

Expatriate or Expat” rather than “Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW)”, correct me if I’m wrong but 

that’s what I understood.  It may upgrade or uplift the morale or status of every Filipinos abroad. 

Another is the correct pronunciation “ASEAN”, as the pronunciation differ, the meaning may also 

differ. Try to figure out by yourself…you will appreciate it. 
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T he Conferment Rites followed which was officiated by PTC Officials, namely Engr. Federico A. 

Monsada, Engr. Romulo R. Agatep and Engr. Trese T. Bustamante, assisted by Ambassador HE 

Constancio R. Vingno, Jr., PICE National 1st Vice President Engr. Clemente A. Ibo and PICE-UAE Presi-

dent Engr. Browenn De Leon. PTC Officials started with the charging of the conferees and presented 

the twenty three (23) ASEAN Engineer conferees, sixteen (16) from PICE and seven (7) from IIEE. The 

oath-taking ceremony of the conferees takes place and accordingly the very first time of its kind in the 

history of ASEAN Engineer conferment as per PTC Officials. When I hear this the very first time, goose-

bumps…As the name of the conferee was called by PTC Officials, the conferee march along the red 

carpet from back to front and finally at the stage to receive the medallion and certificate and have a 

picture taking. Conferees who bring with them their family or love ones march along with them. It is 

very heartwarming to see this and reminds you during graduation days, that you have completed an-

other chapter in your life and career. If you experienced to march with your family or love ones during 

any school graduations, then you know the feelings. This has been repeated for all the conferees. 

Thereafter, a group picture taking with the newly conferred ASEAN Engineers, PTC Officials, Philippine 

Embassy Officials, PICE National 1st Vice President and PICE-UAE President. After this group picture tak-

ing, the ASEAN Engineers previously conferred in the Philippines and Qatar were all invited to join the 

group for another group picture taking. Well to mention, they were all excited and happy as we all do 

the same. It is unfortunate for some others that were not able to attend because of personal reasons 

and/or prior appointments. 
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R ight after the group picture taking, I 

thought the conferment rite is over, when 

the audience and/or attendees including the 

newly conferred ASEAN Engineers dispersed and 

attends their own things and likewise the 

Embassy officials left. I was approached by a 

concerned ASEAN Engineer and told me her 

concerns. I totally agreed but a little bit confused 

of the situation. I composed myself and 

approached some of the leaders of PICE-UAE, the 

Organizing Committee heads and lastly the PTC 

Officials. To cut it short, I was able to convince 

the PTC Officials and proceeded with the 

conferment rites of the ASEAN Engineers who 

were conferred in the Philippines and Qatar, for 

the second time around but for this time, make it 

right. I called them and arranged the queue and 

noticed the glow in their faces, wider smiles and 

more than excited. As their names were called 

one by one by PTC Officials, the conferee march 

along the red carpet from back to front and 

finally at the stage to receive the medallion and 

certificate and have a picture taking. Conferees 

who bring with them their family or love ones 

march along with them. As I told you earlier, it is 

very heartwarming to see this, smiles are in every 

faces and overwhelming. This has been repeated 

until the last name on the list. Thereafter, the 

oath-taking ceremony of the conferred ASEAN 

Engineers takes place. 
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National 1st Vice President Engr. Clemente A. 

Ibo and talks about PICE Updates. This was 

followed by the awarding of certificates of 

recognitions and citations to some individuals who 

have shown exceptional performance, efforts and/

or supports for the success of the event “Write-

Shop & Seminar on ASEAN, APEC & ACPE 

Engineering Registries and ASEAN Engineer Special 

Conferment”. Certificates of recognitions and 

citations were issued by PTC Officials and PICE-UAE 

President. Please note, more awardees were not 

included in the photos… my apologies... 
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CIVIL ENGINEERS ATTENDS 1ST BAYANIHAN LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

ABU DHABI. The BAYANIHAN Community 

Council which form part of the BAYANIHAN 

structure, envisioned by Her Excellency Grace 

Relucio Princesa, former Philippine 

Ambassador to the UAE, held the first 

BAYANIHAN Leadership Summit at Novotel 

Hotel & Resorts on April 7, 2017. 

The Summit focus on the opportunity of 

strengthening the BAYANIHAN SPIRIT in 

respect to a common and well-defined 

culture, promoting its key direction to provide awareness in exploring diversified and effective mechanism in 

addressing the community’s requirements and challenges through direct collaboration with community leaders 

and organizations while encouraging dynamic participation in the enhancement of the shared knowledge and 

skills of different leadership approaches and innovations towards sustainability in creating an empowered 

individual and for the interest of the whole community. 

The objectives include: 1) understanding the integral significance of BAYANIHAN Council as the main structure of 

delivering collective heroism amongst all the accredited Filipino Organizations; 2) awareness of the integrated 

framework of Embassy Protocol and POLO/OWWA, its structure and associated governing process; 3) expand 

leader’s knowledge of the effective strategies that have substantiate a successful impact on leading a positive 

change by, for and on behalf of their respective organization and neighboring communities; and 4) introducing 

entrepreneurship and financial literacy highlighting its process and opportunity-driven strategies as the paradigm 

in business world of today. 

Photo on the left shows Engr. Alvin M. Ruiz Jr. 

(fourth person from the right) taking the Oath 

of Officer to BAYANIHAN Executive 

Committee. Engr. Alvin is PICE-UAE Chapter’s 

Chairman of Committee on Affairs and the 

official representative of our organization to 

the Philippine Embassy and BAYANIHAN 

Council. The ceremony was officiated by H.E. 

Ambassador Constancio R. Vingno Jr. and 

BAYANIHAN 2016-2017 Chairman Engr. 

Jeffrey Uy. 

 

Photo on the right shows our Chapter Officers pose 

with “Entrepinoy Guru” Dr. Carl Balita, after his 

fantastic presentation entitled “Entrepreneurial 

Leadership”. (From left; Engr. Charles Abad, Engr. 

Carlito Rendon, Engr. James Valdez Jr, Engr. 

Maryfel Oliveros, Dr. Carl Balita, Engr. Vinzor 

Concepcion, Engr. Alvin Ruiz Jr, Engr. Melchor 

Peralta, and Engr. Browenn de Leon.) 

 

Prepared by: Browenn de Leon 
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CCSR 1st OUTREACH PROGRAM 
 
Last April 17th 2017, the PICE – UAE Chapter conducted its first outreach program at the 
Philippine Embassy. This program is a regular quarterly activity of the Committee on Corporate 
Social Responsibility wherein the members of the organization gives back something to the 
community where he/she belongs; in our part – the Philippine Embassy.  
 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta says, “If you love until it hurts, there can be no more hurt, only 
more love”, thus, this project was inspired. The 1st project was created to provide financial 
assistance to the less fortunate kabakayans who were either maltreated or dismissed by their 
employers here in UAE. They are the household service workers (HSW) who seek shelter at the 
embassy as wards. 
 
This program was made possible in coordination with the embassy staff in-charge in assisting 
the nationals (ATN), Vice-consul Anna Guerra and was spearheaded by the PICE-UAE Chapter 
President Engr. Broween De Leon. Prior to the event, the officers and members of the 
organization helped to raise money for the financial assistance to the wards who were in dire 
need of money for their hospital and other related expenses.  
 
After a week of hard work and combined efforts, PICE-UAE handed over the financial assistance 
intended for the wards to the Philippine Ambassador to UAE , Amb. Constancio Vingno, Jr in the 
presence of Vice-Consul Anna Guerra. The handing over was done represented by Engr. Vinzor 
Concepcion – 1ST VP, together with some officers.  
 
The handing over of donation was concluded with a discussion regarding the various programs 
for the wards and the suggested ways on how to help them.  In return, the PICE- UAE Chapter 
promised to extend more help and conduct more outreach programs for our fellow kababayans 
who were less fortunate and taking refuge in the embassy.  
 

By: CHARLES CN ABAD, CCSR Chair 
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PICE – UAE SPORTSFEST 2017 

19 May 2017. It was the date to remember. A day full of fun and laughter. The date when the Philippine 

Institute of Civil engineers – UAE Chapter hold its annual sports festival.  A day when the north BLUE 

TEAM (Dubai & Northern Emirates) competes against the west YELLOW TEAM (Western Region) and 

against the homegrown fellows WHITE (Abu Dhabi 1) and RED  (Abu Dhabi 2) TEAMS. Most importantly, at 

the end of that fun-filled event, the best of the best will be awarded as the overall champion of the year’s 

sports event. 

As Zig Ziglar quote “You were born to win, but to be a winner, you must plan to win, prepare to win and 

expect to win.” Winning is the name of the game. Everyone is aiming to bring home the trophies and 

medals that will be given at stake to whoever called the winner.  

RED. WHITE. BLUE. YELLOW. Philippine national colors, isn’t it? Yes. These are the colors of the teams who 

participated in the sports event. The sports organizing committee agreed to use the Philippine national 

flag colors as the uniform shades for this year. Active members of the organization including their friends 

and relatives registered in the early morning to compete the different games set to be played during the 

whole day affair, basketball, volleyball, badminton, dart and chess.  And of course, on this year’s event, 

cheering competition was what the audience waiting to witness.  

The event started with the parade of colors wherein the respective teams paraded in their best uniforms. 

Opening ceremony follows and started with a prayer. The first official competition started during the 

opening ceremony. And guess what it is? The much awaited cheering competition. The respective teams 

performed their best on the cheering presentation. Dances, chants and yells were all the cheers of the 

teams as they graced the competition. And the winner of the cheering contest is ……. The BLUE TEAM. 

After the fun-filled cheering competition was concluded, the ceremonial toss was given by the PICE-UAE 

2017 Chapter president Engr. Broween De Leon to officially declare the start of all the games.  

The rule of the ball games including badminton was double elimination. On the first round of the game, 

teams were competing with their respective opponents known by drawing of lot. After the elimination 

round, winners advanced to the finals while the losing team played for the third and fourth places. Point 

scoring system for team and individual players were allocated to determine who will bring home the tro-

phy and worthy to be called the PICE-UAE Sportsfest 2017 overall champion. 

Basketball game starts with a bang as the players showed their might in the hard court. Fun and thrill 

were experienced as the time continues to tick towards the finishing moment of the game. After the bas-

ketball games, volleyball games followed and then the badminton game. An exhibition match for the vol-

leyball men also showcased the game as the mighty PICE-UAE men volleyball team showed their power 

over the net. Alongside with the ball games, board games also started. Dart doubles, dart singles and 

chess were played.  

Many engineers participated on the dart game with the main objective to hit the bull’s eye of the board. 

On the other area of the venue, in in a more serene atmosphere, far from the cheers and chants of their 

teammates, players were competing with each other to beat the chess clock. Their only goal is to become 

the next Wesley So or Eugene Torre of PICE-UAE Chapter. 

At around one o clock, all the games were put on a break and lunch were served. During the meal, raffle 

were also made while the players were busy filling their hunger. Lots of prizes were awarded to lucky par-

ticipants of the event. 
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After the sumptuous meal and all the players were reenergized and fully recharged, the games were resumed. By 

this time, semi-final and final matches were played. One by one, the winners of the board games were 

announced. The main tally sheet was filled with the winners of each completed game played while the ball games 

were still on progress. 

The final match of the ball game was the basketball game between the RED and YELLOW TEA. The RED TEAM 

successfully defeated the YELLOW TEAM and bring home the gold award.  

During the closing ceremony, medals and trophies were awarded to all the winners wherein the RED TEAM was 

declared the overall champion of this year’s sports event. First runner-up goes to the YELLOW TEAM, second 

runner-up to the WHITE TEAM and third runner-up was awarded to the BLUE TEAM.  

This year’s sports event was co-sponsored by Universal Hospital who took care of the first aid and other medical 

needs of the participants. Another co-sponsor is Nexus who are always providing guidance and advises with 

respect to the financial aspect of the 

participants. 

The event closes successfully with no accidents 

and untoward incidents happen. The players 

showed the true color of sportsmanship. 

Everyone went home filled with joy and 

laughter in their hearts hoping to come back 

next year for a much bigger, brighter and fun-

filled PICE- UAE Sports fest 2018.  

Kudos to all! 

        By: CHARLES CN ABAD, CCSR Chair 
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